
        




    


    




    
        
            
              [image: Logo of the American Historical Association]


            
            Skip to content
            
            Show Menu
            
  	  
    Join

	  
    Donate

	  
    AHA Communities

	  
    MY AHA

	  
    Buy AHA Merchandise

	  
    Cookies and Privacy Policy


	

            
            
                
                
                    
                        Login     
    Login Help

                        
                        
                        
                        
                    

                
                

                

            
                
                    Search
                    
                    
                

            


        

    

	
        
            
                  	
          
    News & Advocacy

          	
          
    AHA Advocacy

          	
          
    Guiding Principles on Taking a Public Stance

        
      
	
          
    Policies and Procedures for Considering Amicus Brief Requests

        
      
	
          
    AHA Letter of Concern about Missing Chinese Scholar (March 2024)

        
      
	
          
    AHA Letter to South Carolina State University Opposing Plan to Cut Majors (February 2024)

        
      
	
          
    Coalition of Organizations Letter Opposing Florida SB 1372 (February 2024)

        
      
	
          
    AHA Letter to Florida Legislature Opposing Harmful K–12 Teacher Training Bill (February 2024)

        
      
	
          
    AHA Letter to Iowa House of Representatives Opposing Bill on K-12 Social Studies Curriculum (February 2024)

        
      
	
          
    AHA Action Alert Opposing Florida Teacher Training Bill (February 2024)

        
      
	
          
    AHA Letter to Indiana Legislature Opposing “Intellectual Diversity” Tenure Bill (February 2024)

        
      
	
          
    AHA Letter to Nebraska Legislature Opposing Bill to Eliminate Tenure (February 2024)

        
      
	
          
    AHA Letter to Manhattan College Opposing Termination of History Faculty Members (January 2024)

        
      
	
          
    Resolution Passed at the 137th Business Meeting (January 2024)

        
      



      
	
          
    AHA Announcements

        
      
	
          
    AHA in the News

          	
          
    Advertising in FNN

        
      
	
          
    AHA in the News Archive

        
      



      
	
          
    Members Making News

        
      
	
          
    Everything Has a History

          	
          
    Ukraine, Russia, and the Cold War and its Legacies: Resources from the American Historical Association

        
      
	
          
    The History of Racist Violence in the United States: Resources from the American Historical Association

        
      
	
          
    A Bibliography of Historians' Responses to COVID-19

        
      
	
          
    The Assault on the Capitol in Historical Perspective: Resources for Educators

        
      
	
          
    History Behind the Headlines

        
      
	
          
    Historians on the Confederate Monument Debate

        
      
	
          
    Everything Has a History Video Library

        
      
	
          
    America Inside Out Welcome Page

        
      



      
	
          
    Teaching History with Integrity

          	
          
    Freedom to Learn

        
      
	
          
    Teaching with Integrity: Historians Speak

        
      
	
          
    AHA Testimony Before Legislatures and Boards of Education

        
      
	
          
    AHA Speaks in Support of Honest History

        
      
	
          
    Learn from History

        
      
	
          
    For Educators: Explaining Today

        
      
	
          
    Acknowledgments

        
      



      
	
          
    Calendar

          	
          
    Add a Calendar Item

        
      
	
          
    Calendar Item Details

        
      



      
	
          
    Congressional Briefings

        
      
	
          
    News and Advocacy Archives

          	
          
    AHA Advocacy 2024

        
      
	
          
    AHA Advocacy 2023

        
      
	
          
    All News 2024

        
      
	
          
    All News 2023

        
      
	
          
    AHA Announcements 2024

        
      
	
          
    AHA Announcements 2023

        
      
	
          
    AHA in the News 2024

        
      
	
          
    AHA in the News 2023

        
      
	
          
    Members Making News 2024

        
      
	
          
    Members Making News 2023

        
      



      
	
          
    Press Resources

        
      
	
          
    Coalitions

          	
          
    Advocacy with COSSA

        
      
	
          
    Advocacy with the National Coalition for History

        
      
	
          
    Advocacy with the National Humanities Alliance

        
      



      



      
	
          
    Research & Publications

          	
          
    American Historical Review

        
      
	
          
    Perspectives on History

          	
          
    About Page

        
      
	
          
    Masthead

        
      
	
          
    Mobile Perspectives on History

        
      
	
          
    Contact Us

        
      
	
          
    Get Perspectives

        
      
	
          
    All Topics

        
      
	
          
    All Articles

        
      
	
          
    Thematic List

        
      
	
          
    List of Past Issues

        
      



      
	
          
    Remote Teaching Resources

          	
          
    About

        
      
	
          
    Staff

        
      
	
          
    All Topics

        
      
	
          
    Remote Teaching Resources Search

        
      
	
          
    All Resources

        
      



      
	
          
    History in Focus

        
      
	
          
    Where Historians Work

          	
          
    Where Historians Work (2004–13)

        
      
	
          
    Where Historians Work (2014–17)

        
      
	
          
    Methodology

        
      



      
	
          
    History, the Past, and Public Culture: Results from a National Survey

          	
          
    Introduction

        
      
	
          
    1. How Does the Public Define “History”?

        
      
	
          
    2. Why Does the Public Care about the Past (If It Cares at All)?

        
      
	
          
    3. Where Do People Get Their History?

        
      
	
          
    4. Which Sources of the Past Are Viewed as Trustworthy?

        
      
	
          
    5. How Does the Public Want to Learn about the Past?

        
      
	
          
    6. What Have the Public’s History Education Experiences Been Like?

        
      
	
          
    7. What Aspects of the Past Does the Public Want to Learn More About?

        
      
	
          
    8. How Much Does the Public Value the Field of History and Historians’ Work?

        
      
	
          
    9. What Are the Public’s Attitudes toward a Changing and Uncomfortable Past?

        
      
	
          
    10. Is There a Link between Historical Outlooks and Civic Engagement?

        
      
	
          
    Appendix A: Survey Development and Methodology

        
      
	
          
    Appendix B: Survey Instrument and Topline Results

        
      
	
          
    Appendix C: Project Advisers

        
      
	
          
    About the Survey

        
      
	
          
    Project Leadership

        
      
	
          
    Acknowledgments

        
      



      
	
          
    Directories

          	
          
    ArchivesWiki

        
      
	
          
    Listing in the Directory

        
      
	
          
    Directory of History Departments and Organizations

        
      
	
          
    Directory of Dissertations

        
      



      
	
          
    AHA Reads

          	
          
    Past AHA Reads Challenges

        
      



      
	
          
    Booklet Orders

          	
          
    Booklet Orders for Members

        
      



      
	
          
    Advertising

          	
          
    Commenting Policy

        
      
	
          
    Subscriptions

        
      
	
          
    Permissions 

        
      
	
          
    Mailing Lists

        
      



      



      
	
          
    Teaching & Learning

          	
          
    Why Study History?

          	
          
    Department Advocacy Toolkit

        
      
	
          
    Questionnaire: Why Study History?

        
      
	
          
    Careers for History Majors

        
      



      
	
          
    Teaching Resources for Historians

          	
          
    Classroom Materials

        
      
	
          
    Approaches to Teaching

        
      
	
          
    Teaching with DigHist

        
      
	
          
    Resources for Globalizing the US History Survey

        
      
	
          
    Resources for Tuning the History Discipline

        
      
	
          
    The Decision to Secede and Establish the Confederacy: A Selection of Primary Sources

        
      
	
          
    Plagiarism: Curricular Materials for History Instructors

        
      
	
          
    How to Detect and Demonstrate Plagiarism

        
      
	
          
    Teaching and Learning in the Digital Age

        
      
	
          
    Sixteen Months to Sumter

        
      
	
          
    History and Policy Education Program

        
      
	
          
    Reacting to the Past

        
      



      
	
          
    Mapping the Landscape of Secondary US History Education

        
      
	
          
    Regional Conferences on Introductory History Courses

          	
          
    Annual Texas Conference on Introductory History Courses

        
      
	
          
    Utah Conference on Introductory History Courses

        
      



      
	
          
    Online Teaching Resources

          	
          
    AHA Online Teaching Forum

        
      



      
	
          
    History Gateways

          	
          
    About History Gateways

        
      
	
          
    History Gateways Resources

        
      
	
          
    History Gateways Events & Activities

        
      



      
	
          
    Globalizing the US History Survey

          	
          
    About Bridging Cultures

        
      



      
	
          
    Tuning the History Discipline

          	
          
    About Tuning

        
      
	
          
    Past Events

        
      
	
          
    2016 History Discipline Core

        
      
	
          
    2013 History Discipline Core

        
      
	
          
    Tuning Participants

        
      



      
	
          
    Future of the African American Past

        
      
	
          
    Digital History Resources

          	
          
    Resources for Getting Started in Digital History

        
      
	
          
    Evaluation of Digital Scholarship in History

        
      
	
          
    Digital History Glossary

        
      
	
          
    Project Roles and a Consideration of Process and Product

        
      



      
	
          
    Extending the Reach of Scholarly Society Work to HBCU Faculty

          	
          
    Final Report on Extending the Reach of Scholarly Society Work to HBCU Faculty

        
      



      
	
          
    AHA Online Teacher Institute in World History

        
      



      
	
          
    Jobs & Professional Development

          	
          
    AHA Career Center

        
      
	
          
    Post a Job

        
      
	
          
    Career Diversity for Historians

          	
          
    About Career Diversity

        
      
	
          
    Career Diversity Data

        
      
	
          
    Personal Narratives

        
      
	
          
    Career Diversity Faculty Resources

        
      
	
          
    Resources for Students and Early Career Professionals 

        
      



      
	
          
    Career Resources

          	
          
    AHA Career Contacts

        
      
	
          
    Five Skills

        
      
	
          
    Careers for Students of History

        
      
	
          
    Careers in Public History

        
      
	
          
    Data on the History Profession

        
      
	
          
    Resources for Job Candidates and Search Committees

        
      
	
          
    Why Become a Historian?

        
      
	
          
    Are You Thinking of a Career in Secondary Schools?

        
      
	
          
    An Option Worth Pursuing: Teaching Opportunities for History Graduate Students in Secondary Schools

        
      
	
          
    The Many Careers of History PhDs

        
      
	
          
    Retirement Resources

        
      



      
	
          
    Professional Life

          


      
	
          
    Mentoring

        
      
	
          
    Statements, Standards, and Guidelines of the Discipline

          	
          
    Statement on Standards of Professional Conduct

        
      
	
          
    Guidelines for Academic Tenure-track Job Offers in History

        
      
	
          
    Guidelines on Accessible Publishing 

        
      
	
          
    Guidelines Regarding Transparency in Career Entry Point Records for Recipients of Graduate Degrees

        
      
	
          
    Guidelines for Family/Partner Hiring

        
      
	
          
    Guidelines for First-Round Interviews

        
      
	
          
    Statement on Productivity

        
      
	
          
    Guidelines for Advising the Doctoral Dissertation Process

        
      
	
          
    Guidelines for Broadening the Definition of Historical Scholarship

        
      
	
          
    Guidelines for Online Teaching

        
      
	
          
    Statement on Right to Engage in Collective Bargaining

        
      
	
          
    Guidelines for Acknowledgment of Collaborators

        
      
	
          
    Statement on Research Access

        
      
	
          
    Improving the Status of Non-Tenure-Track Faculty: Recommendations for History Departments

        
      
	
          
    AHA Resolution Supporting Scholars off the Higher Education Tenure Track

        
      
	
          
    Guide for Dealing with Online Harassment

        
      
	
          
    Criteria for Standards in History/Social Studies/Social Sciences

        
      
	
          
    Guidelines for the Incorporation of the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning in the Work of the History Profession

        
      
	
          
    Guidelines for Historians for the Professional Evaluation of the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning

        
      
	
          
    Guidelines for the Preparation, Evaluation, and Selection of History Textbooks

        
      
	
          
    Statement on Dual Enrollment/Concurrent Enrollment

        
      
	
          
    Statement on Employing International Faculty

        
      
	
          
    Statement Supporting Skills-Based Employment for International Students

        
      
	
          
    Standards for Museum Exhibits Dealing with Historical Subjects

        
      
	
          
    Statement on Age Discrimination

        
      
	
          
    Statement on Diversity and Affirmative Action

        
      
	
          
    Statement on Excellent Classroom Teaching of History

        
      
	
          
    Guidelines for the Preparation of Teachers of History

        
      
	
          
    Statement of Support for Academic Freedom

        
      
	
          
    Guidelines on the Professional Evaluation of Digital Scholarship by Historians

        
      
	
          
    Statement on Graduate School Offers of Financial Support

        
      
	
          
    Statement on Policies Regarding the Option to Embargo Completed History PhD Dissertations

        
      
	
          
    Statement on Scholarly Journal Publishing

        
      
	
          
    When Academic Departments Merge: First Principles, Best Practices

        
      
	
          
    Equity for Minority Historians in the Academic History Workplace: A Guide to Best Practices

        
      
	
          
    Statement on Peer Review for Historical Research

        
      
	
          
    Statement on Oral History and Institutional Review Boards

        
      
	
          
    Benchmarks for Professional Development

        
      



      
	
          
    Meetings & Seminars Calendar

        
      



      
	
          
    Annual Meeting

          	
          
    Program

          	
          
    Late-Breaking Sessions at AHA24

        
      
	
          
    AHA24 Sponsors

        
      



      
	
          
    Exhibitors, Sponsors, and Advertisers

          	
          
    Advertising in the Annual Meeting Program 

        
      



      
	
          
    Dates & Deadlines

        
      
	
          
    Hotels and Travel

        
      
	
          
    Registration

          	
          
    Refund Policy

        
      



      
	
          
    Resources and Guides

          


      
	
          
    Future Meetings

          


      
	
          
    Past Meetings

          	
          
    Past Meetings Archive

        
      



      
	
          
    Affiliated Societies at the Meeting

          	
          
    Instructions for Affiliate Sessions and Events

        
      



      
	
          
    Proposals

          	
          
    Call for Proposals

        
      
	
          
    Submitting a Proposal

        
      
	
          
    Proposal Submission FAQs

        
      
	
          
    Creative Session Formats

        
      



      
	
          
    Business Meeting

          


      



      
	
          
    Awards & Grants

          	
          
    Awards & Prizes

          	
          
    Herbert Baxter Adams Prize

        
      
	
          
    AHA Prize in American History

        
      
	
          
    AHA Prize in European International History

        
      
	
          
    AHA Prize in History prior to CE 1000

        
      
	
          
    Troyer Steele Anderson Prize

        
      
	
          
    Eugene Asher Award

        
      
	
          
    James M. Banner, Jr., Lecture on the State of the Discipline of History

        
      
	
          
    Jerry Bentley Prize

        
      
	
          
    Beveridge Family Prize in American History

        
      
	
          
    Beveridge Family Teaching Prize

        
      
	
          
    Paul Birdsall Prize

        
      
	
          
    Albert B. Corey Prize

        
      
	
          
    Raymond J. Cunningham Prize

        
      
	
          
    Patricia Buckley Ebrey Prize

        
      
	
          
    Equity Award

        
      
	
          
    John K. Fairbank Prize

        
      
	
          
    Herbert Feis Award

        
      
	
          
    Morris D. Forkosch Prize

        
      
	
          
    Leo Gershoy Award

        
      
	
          
    William and Edwyna Gilbert Award

        
      
	
          
    Clarence H. Haring Prize

        
      
	
          
    Honorary Foreign Member

        
      
	
          
    J. Franklin Jameson Award

        
      
	
          
    Friedrich Katz Prize

        
      
	
          
    Joan Kelly Memorial Prize

        
      
	
          
    Martin A. Klein Prize

        
      
	
          
    Waldo G. Leland Prize

        
      
	
          
    John Lewis Award for History and Social Justice

        
      
	
          
    John Lewis Award for Public Service to the Discipline of History

        
      
	
          
    Littleton-Griswold Prize

        
      
	
          
    J. Russell Major Prize

        
      
	
          
    Helen & Howard R. Marraro Prize

        
      
	
          
    George L. Mosse Prize

        
      
	
          
    John E. O'Connor Film Award

        
      
	
          
    Eugenia M. Palmegiano Prize 

        
      
	
          
    James A. Rawley Prize

        
      
	
          
    Premio del Rey

        
      
	
          
    John F. Richards Prize

        
      
	
          
    James Harvey Robinson Prize

        
      
	
          
    Nancy Lyman Roelker Mentorship Award

        
      
	
          
    Dorothy Rosenberg Prize

        
      
	
          
    Roy Rosenzweig Prize

        
      
	
          
    Award for Scholarly Distinction

        
      
	
          
    Sinclair Prize

        
      
	
          
    Tikkun Olam Prize for Promoting Public Historical Literacy

        
      
	
          
    Wesley-Logan Prize

        
      



      
	
          
    Grants & Fellowships

          	
          
    Albert J. Beveridge Grant

        
      
	
          
    Michael Kraus Research Grant

        
      
	
          
    LGBTQ History Research Grant

        
      
	
          
    Littleton-Griswold Research Grant

        
      
	
          
    Bernadotte E. Schmitt Grant

        
      
	
          
    Fellowships in Aerospace History

        
      



      
	
          
    Past Recipients

          	
          
    Herbert Baxter Adams Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    AHA Council Annual Meeting Travel Grant Recipients

        
      
	
          
    AHA Prize in American History Recipients

        
      
	
          
    AHA Prize in European International History Recipients

        
      
	
          
    AHA Prize in History prior to CE 1000 Recipients

        
      
	
          
    AHA-NEH SHARP Grant Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Troyer Steele Anderson Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Eugene Asher Award Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Jerry Bentley Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Jerry Bentley World History Travel Grant Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Beveridge Family Prize in American History Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Beveridge Family Teaching Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Albert J. Beveridge Grant Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Paul Birdsall Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Albert B. Corey Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Raymond J. Cunningham Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Patricia Buckley Ebrey Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Equity Award Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Extraordinary Service Award Recipients

        
      
	
          
    John E. Fagg Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    John K. Fairbank Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Herbert Feis Award Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Morris D. Forkosch Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Leo Gershoy Award Recipients

        
      
	
          
    William and Edwyna Gilbert Award Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Gutenberg-e Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Clarence H. Haring Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Honorary Foreign Member Recipients

        
      
	
          
    J. Franklin Jameson Award Recipients

        
      
	
          
    J. Franklin Jameson Fellowship Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Friedrich Katz Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Joan Kelly Memorial Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Martin A. Klein Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Michael Kraus Research Grant Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Waldo G. Leland Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    John Lewis Award for History Recipients

        
      
	
          
    John Lewis Award for Public Service Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Littleton-Griswold Grant Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Littleton-Griswold Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    J. Russell Major Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Helen & Howard R. Marraro Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    George L. Mosse Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Fellowship in Aerospace History Recipients

        
      
	
          
    National Institute of Social Sciences Annual Meeting Travel Grant Recipients

        
      
	
          
    John E. O'Connor Film Award Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Eugenia M. Palmegiano Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    James A. Rawley Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Premio del Rey Recipients

        
      
	
          
    John F. Richards Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    James Harvey Robinson Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Nancy Lyman Roelker Mentorship Award Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Theodore Roosevelt-Woodrow Wilson Award Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Dorothy Rosenberg Phi Beta Kappa Travel Grant Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Dorothy Rosenberg Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Roy Rosenzweig Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Bernadotte Schmitt Grant Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Award for Scholarly Distinction Recipients

        
      
	
          
    James G. Stofer Annual Meeting Travel Grant Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Tikkun Olam Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Wesley-Logan Prize Recipients

        
      
	
          
    Discontinued Awards

        
      



      
	
          
    Awards & Fellowships Calendar

        
      



      
	
          
    About AHA & Membership

          	
          
    About Us

        
      
	
          
    Membership

          	
          
    Why Join the AHA?

        
      
	
          
    Individual Member Benefits

        
      
	
          
    Individual Member Rates

        
      
	
          
    Institutional Membership

        
      
	
          
    Login Help

        
      



      
	
          
    Donate

          	
          
    Donors to the Association

        
      



      
	
          
    Governance

          	
          
    Council

        
      
	
          
    Divisions

        
      
	
          
    Committees

        
      
	
          
    Pacific Coast Branch

        
      
	
          
    Constitution and Bylaws

        
      
	
          
    Policies and Documents of the Association

        
      
	
          
    Reports of Committees and Divisions

        
      



      
	
          
    AHA Staff

          	
          
    Internships at the AHA

        
      
	
          
    Job Openings at the AHA

        
      



      
	
          
    Affiliated Societies

          	
          
    Affiliate Dissertation Grants and Prizes

        
      



      
	
          
    AHA History and Archives

          	
          
    Brief History of the AHA

        
      
	
          
    Annual Reports

        
      
	
          
    Year in Review

        
      
	
          
    Historical Archives

        
      
	
          
    Presidential Addresses

        
      
	
          
    GI Roundtable Series

        
      
	
          
    National History Center

        
      



      
	
          
    AHA Online

          	
          
    Washington History Seminar

        
      
	
          
    AHA Online Submissions

        
      
	
          
    Best Practices for Webinar Participants

        
      
	
          
    Guidelines for Chairs and Moderators

        
      



      
	
          
    Buy AHA Merchandise

        
      
	
          
    FAQ

        
      
	
          
    Sign Up to Learn More about AHA

        
      



      



            

        


      




    
        
        
              
    AHA
   
  
    News & Advocacy
  
    AHA Advocacy
  
    AHA Statement on Historical Research during COVID-19 (July 2020)
        

        

                
            In This Section

  	
          
    AHA Advocacy

        
      
	
          
    AHA Announcements

        
      
	
          
    AHA in the News

        
      
	
          
    Members Making News

        
      
	
          
    Everything Has a History

        
      
	
          
    Teaching History with Integrity

        
      
	
          
    Calendar

        
      
	
          
    Congressional Briefings

        
      
	
          
    News and Advocacy Archives

        
      
	
          
    Press Resources

        
      
	
          
    Coalitions

        
      


        
        

        
                            AHA Issues Statement on Historical Research during COVID-19 (July 2020)

                            
                    The AHA has issued a statement urging universities to make a series of specific accommodations for faculty and students whose research has been interrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic. “Sustaining historical research during the COVID-19 crisis,” the statement argues, “requires flexible and innovative approaches to the conduct of research itself as well as to how we gauge productivity.” Recommendations include deferral and extension of research funding awards, increased access to online databases, support for research that does not require on-site research, and incorporation of virtual scholarship in professional evaluations.

46 scholarly organizations have co-signed this statement to date.

Download the letter as a PDF.



Approved by AHA Council, July 2020

COVID-19 is not just altering historians’ everyday life; it has also upended historical research. Although most university and college administrators have issued FAQs, guidelines, and resources that relate to the continuance of laboratory and human subjects research, they have not always addressed the conditions under which historians work or considered how to make accommodations for historical research during the pandemic. Moreover, in assessing productivity at this moment, it is imperative that university administrations recognize the distinctions among disciplines in types of research and to take into account the unusually burdensome tasks of teaching now affecting all instructors.

Historical research generally involves identifying and analyzing primary documents, which can include written, visual, aural, or material resources. Archives, special collections at historical societies and libraries, museums, historic sites, and other repositories typically hold these materials. In many cases, scholars must travel to a particular archive to consult materials that are not available for external loan or in digital form. University departments and divisions, government sources of funding, and private sources such as foundations frequently support such research. Presently, however, domestic and international travel is prohibited or limited by many institutions, and many of these entities are suspending or postponing distribution of research money and cancelling fellowship competitions. Such actions are delaying or inhibiting historical research for an indefinite period. In addition, students and non-tenure-track and contingent faculty are in many cases experiencing restrictions to onsite-only library privileges. For graduate students, limited access to research is extending time to graduation. For early career scholars, limited research access is already slowing the publication of articles and books on which employment and tenure decisions are largely based. Lack of access to research materials also potentially disadvantages mid-level scholars in the promotion process.

At the same time, repositories that safeguard and allow access to researchers have suffered staff layoffs, lost revenue, and in many cases the closing of their doors. The tasks of librarians, archivists, and curators have multiplied; they have taken on new public health training duties while continuing to try to answer reference questions in the absence of shelf access. Future conservation and digitization projects have been put on hold. Libraries are instead engaging in many cases in rapid-response collecting initiatives to capture peoples’ experiences during the pandemic. Serving researchers under such conditions is difficult at best.

The AHA recognizes that sustaining historical research during the COVID-19 crisis requires flexible and innovative approaches to the conduct of research itself as well as to how we gauge productivity. To that end, the AHA makes the following observations and recommendations.

Because PhD students and early career scholars are especially disadvantaged right now, we suggest the following:

	Under the current circumstances, advisors and departments should assist PhD students in exploring dissertation topics that can, at least in the early phases, be accomplished using currently accessible source materials. Experienced scholars should also assist graduate students and early career scholars in crafting research proposals and methodologies to take account of what sources are and are not available at this time.
	When possible, graduate programs should work to achieve extended funding for students in order to facilitate the successful and timely completion of dissertations.


Evaluators of scholarship and dissertation and thesis advisors should keep in mind current limitations on research access when evaluating scholarly work. Now is the time to acknowledge a wider range of scholarly productivity. Under the current circumstances, several ways exist to facilitate historical research:

	Departments, universities, libraries, archives, museums, and funding agencies should encourage collaborative projects across fields, ranks, and institutions.
	Departments, universities, and funding agencies should extend existing research funding, allow scholars to adjust budgets, and, in some cases, redirect funds to domestic and/or foreign research assistants for the digitization of sources. 
	Research libraries should permit research fellows to defer on-site visits when possible and in accordance with public health and safety guidelines.


Departments, universities, and employers of historians should consider ways to document how the crisis is affecting research, writing, and the ability to disseminate research by introducing appropriate accommodations to the rate of productivity while preserving existing standards of quality. Advisors, chairs, directors of programs, and administrators should work to ensure conditions that allow scholars to progress toward their goals and advance their careers. These include:

	Cancelled conference presentations and talks, and postponed fellowships, grants, and other funding should be included on curricula vitae.
	Departments, universities, and historical organizations should encourage alternative ways for scholars to network and to receive feedback on their work, such as participating in virtual conference sessions and workshops.
	Departments, colleges, universities, and other employers of historians should review existing frameworks of assessment to ensure that they are evaluating a broad range of work that may fall outside the normal scholarly parameters.
	Universities and historical organizations should consider finding ways for contingent faculty and independent scholars to have access to online databases and special collections. The AHA is committed to supporting these scholars; see the AHA’s Statement on Research Access (2020).


The following organizations have endorsed this statement:

African American Intellectual History Society
Agricultural History Society 
American Folklore Society
American Jewish Historical Society
American Journalism Historians Association
American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies
American Society for Environmental History
Association for Asian Studies
Association for Computers and the Humanities
Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies
Bibliographical Society of America
Business History Conference
Chinese Historians in United States
College Art Association
Committee on LGBT History
Conference on Asian History
Conference on Latin American History
Coordinating Council for Women in History
Executive Committee of the Association for Jewish Studies
French Colonial Historical Society
German Studies Association
Historical Society for Twentieth-Century China
History of Science Society
Hungarian Studies Association
Immigration and Ethnic History Society
Labor and Working Class History Association
Massachusetts Historical Society
Medieval Academy of America
National Council on Public History
North American Conference on British Studies
Organization of American Historians
Polish American Historical Association
Sixteenth Century Society & Conference
Society for Historians of the Early American Republic
Society for Historians of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era
Society for the History of Discoveries
Society for Italian Historical Studies
Society for the Study of Early Modern Women and Gender
Society for U.S. Intellectual History
Society of Architectural Historians
Society of Civil War Historians
Southern Historical Association
Southern Labor Studies Association
Western History Association
World History Association
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Email: info@historians.org

400 A Street SE
Washington, DC 20003

Payments: PO Box 347214, Pittsburgh PA 15251-4214
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